
IN-CLIMATE Summer Recap 

 

This was an eventful summer for IN-CLIMATE! Hosting our third annual IN-CLIMATE 

Summit and the first ever The WISE Conference were a couple of our favorite highlights. 

Continuing conversations surrounding climate issues was a key to our success this summer. We 

also were able to increase agricultural producers in the climate conversation by focusing on the 

entire supply chain.  Meeting with media outlets and networking with new stakeholders, we were 

able to grow the presence of the IN-CLIMATE movement throughout Indiana, the Midwest and 

globally. 

 

● 2024 IN-CLIMATE Summit 

○ This year’s Summit was one for the books as we once again joined together to 

continue the climate conversation.  We had several familiar faces as well as some 

new faces in attendance at this year’s Summit.  We had a diverse group of 

speakers and sponsors at this year’s event.  We also focused on not only producer 

resources, but also on aspects of the entire supply chain, especially energy.  Some 

of the highlights from the Summit include our keynote speech from Claudia 

Roessler of Microsoft, remarks from former congressman Bob Inglis (SC-04), and 

the PopCam AI-generated headshots. 

○ Session Overview 

■ Our keynote speech was delivered by Claudia Roessler.  She serves as the 

Director of Agriculture at Microsoft.  In her remarks, she spoke about how 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) can be used to grow the future of agriculture.  

In her speech, she spoke about the many advantages AI can give to 

farmers, including simulations and knowledge of weather patterns to help 

better yields and operations as a whole.   

■ The rest of our morning was filled with talking about carbon and corporate 

sustainability.  Hugh Caperton of Vault 44.01 began the mid-morning with 

the Carbon Capture and Storage Roundtable Discussion.  In this, Hugh led 

the discussion with attendees regarding the capture and storage of carbon.  

This was a great roundtable as the carbon space continues to be an 

ongoing conversation in agriculture.  Chris Cook with Syngenta finished 

the mid-morning portion speaking about the sustainability strategies of 

Syngenta as a global company.  He spoke about how Syngenta continues 

to focus on feeding the growing population while taking sustainability into 

consideration. 

■ We once again had the popular 5 for 7 mini keynote speeches.  This year, 

we had speakers from Renovo Seed, AES Indiana, The Nature 

Conservancy, NIPSCO, and Energy Systems Network.  Each speaker told 

about what their company does and how they take into account sustainable 



and climate-friendly solutions within their operations.  To begin the 

afternoon, we heard from Dallas Gerber from Growth Energy about 

Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) Opportunities.  In his presentation, 

Dallas spoke about renewable fuel tax credits that have been passed at the 

federal level to incentivize the production of biofuels.  He also touched on 

the demand of SAF in the US, which was insightful for attendees. 

■ New this year, we offered a consumer preferences panel focusing on the 

distilling industry.  On the panel we hosted Bryan Smith of Hard Truth, 

Quint Pottinger of Affinity Farms, and Caleb Smith of Keystone 

Cooperative.  Moderated by Jeff Cummins with AES Indiana, the panel 

discussed carbon intensity score and how sustainable practices shape their 

operations.  They also discussed customer relations and how important 

sustainability is to those purchasing the product.   

○ By The Numbers 

■ 150 Attendees 

■ 17 Speakers 

■ 7 Sponsor Tables 

■ 24 Sponsors 

○ 2024 Sponsors 

■ We are so thankful for our sponsors and the investment they have made to 

the climate conversation! 

● AES Indiana  

● Renovo Seed 

● Drive Clean Indiana   

● Lochmiller Group 

● Vault 44.01 

● Keramida Inc. 

● Solar United Neighbors 

● Corteva Agriscience 

● IEPA 

● Keystone Cooperative 

● CountryMark 

● The Nature Conservancy 

● Hoosier Solar 

● Center for Energy Education 

● Reliable Energy Inc. 

● NIPSCO 

● Indiana Farm Bureau Insurance - Joe Horstman 

● Indiana Farm Bureau 

● HSI Solar 



● Wabash Valley Resources 

● Farm to Power 

● Azotic 

● PopCam 

● The WISE 

○ This year, we hosted the first ever WISE Conference at the Corteva Agriscience 

Global Headquarters.  Welcoming seventeen women professionals from across 

different industries, we were able to join together to talk about sustainability.  The 

day began with a tour of the headquarters followed by a presentation from 

Corteva Agriscience on their sustainability strategies.  The afternoon included 

workshops for those in attendance focusing on their roles within sustainability.     

○ We would like to extend a special thanks to Corteva Agriscience for hosting The 

WISE and we look forward to future collaborations! 

● Social Media Update 

○ Social media campaigns have been important to the growth and exposure of IN-

CLIMATE.  We focused a majority of our efforts on the 2024 Summit.  Leading 

up to the event, we promoted each sponsor with their own individual graphic as 

well as promoting ticket sales.  In the days leading up to the event, we began a 

“Did You Know?” campaign, posting facts related to the speakers at the Summit.  

In addition to the Summit content, IN-CLIMATE also shared The Envoy Group 

content across its pages, primarily including helpful articles for those interested in 

agriculture and sustainability. 

● Goals Met 

○ Increased social media presence 

○ Hosted the first ever WISE 

○ Increased the amount of sponsors for the IN-CLIMATE Summit 

○ Built a diverse network of sponsors and speakers for the Summit 

○ Grew our network and outreach efforts to all parts of the supply chain  

● Team Member Highlights 

○ Jayden Simpson, policy and coalitions engagement intern, was a member of the 

Indiana Farm Bureau Resolutions Committee representing the Collegiate Farm 

Bureau chapters in Indiana. 

○ Sarah Beth Aubrey will be speaking at the Indianapolis Carbon Removal Summit 

sponsored by IU Indianapolis in October and this winter at the IU Sustainability 

and Resilience Event. 

● Meet the Team 

○ Jayden Simpson, Policy and Coalitions Engagement Intern 

■ Jayden is a rising junior at Purdue University majoring in Agricultural 

Economics with a concentration in Policy and Pre-Law.  Jayden has been 

with us since January primary focus being on helping organize the 



Summit, work with sponsors and speakers, and managing day-to-day 

social media campaigns. 

○ Carty Beaston, Marketing Specialist 

■ Carty Beaston works to coordinate digital media used by the coalitions we 

operate.  As our Marketing Specialist, Carty builds and coordinates the 

website features that we use.  In addition to this, Carty also assists in 

social media and content management.  

● Looking Ahead 

○ Fall Roundtable  

○ Fall Educational Workshops-in person and online 

○ Winter 2025 Farmer Sustainability Tour 

○ Winter 2025 THE WISE Sustainability Tour and Annual Conference 

○ Winter 2025 Roundtable and Workshop 

● Stay in Touch 

○ inclimateconversations.com 

○ Facebook: IN-Climate 

○ Instagram: inclimateindiana 

○ LinkedIn: IN-CLIMATE 

 


